
 
 

STUDENT FORUM 
Sunday, September 21st, 2014 

Program of events for students at 2WSFC 

 
Aim and Format of the Forum 
The 2nd World Small-Scale Fisheries Congress (2WSFC) will be held in Merida, 
Mexico, 21-25 September 2014 exploring the theme Options and Opportunities for 
Small-Scale Fisheries. A full day student forum will take place on Sunday, September 

21st, 2014, and will provide students and recent graduates from various regions with the 
chance to discuss issues relevant to their research and career goals in SSFs. As 
outlined below, this forum will be composed of two workshops and a panel discussion, 
which will allow participants to connect to a larger transdisciplinary network, and explore 
career opportunities in the field of SSFs. 
 
Workshop 1: Learning to effectively communicate in interdisciplinary research 
The purpose of this workshop is to help students and recent graduates think about 
strategies to overcome communication barriers when undertaking and discussing 
interdisciplinary research. There will be a brief presentation on approaches to effectively 
communicate research, moving into practical exercises that will allow participants to 
explore multiple ways of talking and thinking about small-scale fisheries.  
 
Workshop 2: “Better together” - student-focused groups and networks  

In this workshop, we will focus on (1) sharing advice, resources, and details on activities 
and outputs from existing student-focused groups, (2) building and enhancing student-
focused research groups, and (3) fostering links across student groups, as well as other 
research entities. Students who have created effective networks between students, 
researchers, staff, and faculty of multiple institutions will share their experiences and 
successes through brief presentations and a panel discussion.  
 
Panel discussion: Career guidance 

This panel aims to explore options and opportunities for careers in SSFs, and will 
feature speakers who are in different stages and sectors of SSF research. Panelists will 
present their background and current position, followed by a moderated question and 
answer session. Panel speakers are “To Be Determined”, but will represent: recent 
graduates (PhD and/or Master’s), agencies and organizations, and researchers and 
faculty in academia.  
 
Participation and registration  

Graduate and undergraduate students, and recent graduates attending the 2nd World 
Small-Scale Fisheries Congress are invited to participate in the student forum. This 
forum is open to 40 participants on a first come first serve basis. The option to register 
will be available with the general conference registration.  
Please note that the space is limited so early registration is recommended. For more 
information, visit http://2wsfc.wordpress.com or email Neil Ladell at nladell@sfu.ca. 
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