
     
 
 

Workshop Announcement 
“Transdisciplinary Research & Capacity Development  

in Small-Scale Fisheries”  
Sunday, September 21st, 2014  

 

The idea behind the workshop  
The 2WSFC congress is closely linked to the Too Big To Ignore (TBTI) project, a global 
research network aimed to elevate the profile of small-scale fisheries. This workshop is 
organized by the TBTI’s Working Group 7 (WG7) whose main goals are: 1) to build capacity 
in transdisciplinary research, and 2) to support and help strengthen existing community-
based capacity development initiatives for small-scale fisheries around the world. To 
enhance capacity in research, TBTI intends to develop a “transdisciplinary fisheries course” 
suitable for a range of delivery methods, e.g. distance education, a standard classroom, or 
as part of a training program. At the community level, the aim is to draw upon and work with 
existing capacity building efforts within and outside TBTI. The activities of WG7 span over 
five regions encompassed by the TBTI project: Asia & Oceania, Africa, Europe, Latin 
America & the Caribbean, and North America.  

Aim of the workshop  
The purpose of the workshop is to lay the foundation for future work in the development of 
the “transdisciplinary fisheries course”, starting from the discussion about what 
transdisciplinary means and implies, and whether it is necessary to address small-scale 
fisheries issues and concerns. It also aims to discuss lessons learned from various capacity 
development initiatives around the world and see what TBTI can contribute to. These two 
areas are fundamentally linked, as the curriculum for the envisioned course will draw upon 
the experiences and examples of those engaged in community-based capacity-building 
efforts. The specific objective of this workshop is twofold. First, we want to determine the 
types of questions, theoretical and methodological issues, themes, and possible case 
studies around which we might develop the envisioned course. We also hope that the 
workshop will help build network of people interested in this aspect of TBTI, not only in the 
developing of the materials, but also in testing and delivering. Secondly, the workshop is an 
opportunity for learning and sharing of knowledge and experiences about all aspects of 
capacity development (goals, methods, process, etc.), especially about what works best, 
where, why and how. We also intend, through dialogue with those engaged in these efforts, 
to determine ways of translating the research capacity TBTI has drawn together into 
concrete strategies for promoting the needs and concerns of small-scale fishing people.  

The format 
The workshop is a full day interactive event, scheduled to take place on Sunday, September 
21st, 2014. The first half of the workshop will be focused on transdisciplinary discussion and 
the second on community-based capacity development. Workshop agenda will be circulated 
to registered participants at a later date. 

Participation and registration  
We encourage conference attendees with an interest or experience in curriculum 
development, transdisciplinarity, and/or community-based capacity building to participate in 
this workshop. There is no fee to attend but registration is required by completing the 
registration form. Please note that the space is limited so early registration is recommended. 

For more information, visit http://2wsfc.wordpress.com/ or email toobigtoignore@mun.ca.  
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